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A BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTE ON ROGER VIETS 


Roger Viets, the S. P. G. missionary in New England, a portion of whose journal ap-= 
pears in the following facsimiles, was born at East Granby, Connecticut, on March 9, 


1737/8, the son of John and Lois (Phelps) Viets, 


Having received his A.B. degree from 


Yale College in 1758, he was ordained in London in March, 1763, and became the Society's 
missionary in and about Simsbury, Connecticut, in that same year. His labors carried 
him outside his mission station in all directions, especially into Massachusetts. On 
August 28, 1786, he was rewarded for having endured the rigors of the American Revolu- 
tion by being appointed the Venerable Society's missionary at Digby, Nova Scotia, con= 
tinuing there (except for a visit to the States) until his death on August LL; Sli; 


at the age of 74,2 


the following towns where he ministered: 


Avon, Connecticut 
Barkhamsted, Connecticut 
Bloomfield, Connecticut 
Branford, Connecticut 
Canton, Connecticut 
Chester, Connecticut 
Colebrook, Connecticut 
Danbury, Connecticut 
East Granby, Connecticut 
East Windsor, Connecticut 
Enfield, Connecticut 
Farmington, Connecticut 
Goshen, Connecticut 
Granby, Connecticut 
Guilford, Connecticut 
Hartford, Connecticut 
Hartland, Connecticut 


Harwinton, Connecticut 
Kent, Connecticut 
Killingsworth, Connecticut 
Litchfield, Connecticut 
New Hartford, Connecticut 
New Milford, Connecticut 


North Guilford, Connecticut 


Sharon, Connecticut 
Simsbury, Connecticut 
Stratford, Connecticut 
Suffield, Connecticut 
Tariffville, Connecticut 
Washington, Connecticut 
Waterbury, Connecticut 
Wethersfield, Connecticut 
Windsor, Connecticut 
Woodbury, Connecticut 


While resident in New England, his energy carried him to at least 


Blandford, Massachusetts 
Boston, Massachusetts 
Great Barrington, Masse 
Lanesbury, Massachusetts 
Marblehead, Massachusetts 
Marlboro, Massachusetts 
Pittsfield, Massachusetts 
Sheffield, Massachusetts 
Springfield, Massachusetts 
Stockbridge, Massachusetts 
Westfield, Massachusetts 


Austerlitz, New York 
Loudenville, New York 
(near Albany) 


His many missionary reports from Simsbury to the S. P. G, in England are extant and may 
be examined on films in the Diocesan Archival Collection. 


abbreviated form,# 


cussed in our principal diocesan history? 
One of his letters to the Reve Bela Hubbard, of New Haven 
ted by William Agur Beardsley a quarter of a century a 
of his kinsman, the Rt. Rev. Alexander Viets Griswold, 
An excerpt from one of his letters to Abraham Beach, written at NovaSeotia 


alumnie 


some specimens of which will appear below. 
and in a recent Yale doctoral dissertation. 
dated Oct. 19, 1767, was edi-e 
He is mentioned in sketches 
in accounts of early Yale 


5 


tS) 
Bana 


A few have been published in 


Viets’ career is dise 


Gee August, 1788, iescribing that province and his work in it, has recently appeared.s 
Another letter-—-to Samuel Parker, March 19, 1787=<<is owned by the Massachusetts Diocesan 
Some of his typical reports from Simsbury to Lendon 


EIDESTY» 1 Joy Street, Boston 8. 


follow: 


1 See Frederick Lewis Weis, The Colonial Clergy and the Colonial Churches of New Eng= 


land, Lancaster, Masse, 1936, ppe 2112126 
@ See Francis Le Hawks and William Stevens Perry, 


Episcopal Church in Connecticut (1704~1789), ( 


3 See Eben Edwards Beardsley, The Hist 
New York, 1869, I, 208, 277, 292, 316, 346, 354. 


‘ede, 2 volse) 


Documentary Hist of the Protestant 
) assime 


2 vols. in 1) Hartford, 1959, II, 
of the Episcopal Church in Connecticut, ea 


4 See Hector Gilchrist Kinloch, Anglican Clergy in Connecticut, 1701-1785 (PhD. disse 


"submitted Sept. 30, 1959). 


5 "Letter of Rev. Roger Viets (1767)," Histe Mage of the Pp B. Church, IIT (1934), ppe 


280-2836 


6 Eege, see William B, Sprague, Annals the American Pulpit, vole W (Episcopal), NeYe, 


1859, ppe 415-4166 


iscopal Diocese of Connecticut, no. 10 (December, 


OF esp p op 


1701—1815, in six volumes. 


er of the E 


» Dexter, Yale Graduates 
h 


8 See The Histori 
page ll. 
9 See note 2 above. 


7 See F, M 
1954), 
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4, 
I would peruse several times with the greatest attention, and 
should then be more ready to give a convincing answer to every 
query and objection of dissenters, many of whom seem to need 
only the being informed to conform: 

The good people of St. Ann’s Church, Salmonbrook, proceed 
towards the completing .of their little church, as fast as their 
poverty and other difficulties will admit. The good people of 
Great Barrington have now raised the frame of their church, 
which, though not large, yet, on account of its architecture, 
beauty, expense and regularity, would be reckoned no mean 
country church, even in England, It is 50 feet by 40, with a 
front gallery, a beautiful chancel, and a steeple about 115 feet 
high. It is named Christ Church in Great Barrington. There 
are in my possession 4 deeds, from some good people of Great 


Barrington, to the Society, in trust, for the use of their church, 
which I will carefully transmit by the first good and safe oppor- 
tunity. I conjecture that these lands amount to about the value 
of £100 sterling, and may reut at about £4 per annum. I send 
with this a copy of my letter of March 14th, 1764, also the New 
York Gazette, in which an account of the same matter was pub- 
lished, in general, true and exact. Much the same account, I am 
informed, was published in the Boston paper, and I have never 
heard that either of them has been contradicted. I remain, with 
thankfulness and submission, 
The venerable Society’s and your most 
Obedient and humble Servant, 
Roger VIETS. 


Symsbury, June 25, 1765. 
Rev. Sir: 
I have received the venerable Society’s letter of November 
last, for which I am heartily thankful. 

As to Hartland, [Hartford ?] Iam willing to submit % the 
venerable Society's determination, but beg a little time to con- 
sult the circumstances, tempers and expectations of the people of 
that place. In the meantime I shall be ready to assist them on 
week days, as often as they desire, though they are not absolutely 
within my cure. 

In the affair at Barrington, I endeavoured to overcome evil 
with good, which attempt I found very successful and advanta- 
geous. My conduct in that matter received the approbation of 
the greater part of the dissenters, and my own people (so far 
from being prejudiced against me thereby, as I was at first incon- 
siderately apprehensive,) greatly resented the malice and meanness 
of my prosecutors. I have now no fear of any bad consequences 
of that transaction, unless it should deprive: me of the favour of 
the venerable Society, upon which I principally depend for my 
credit, direction and support, in a situation and profession of toil 
and difficulty. I will not offer one word in justification of an 
action which the venerable Society have pronounced irregular, 
whose judgment I acknowledge to be infinitely superior to mine ; 
‘yet, by way of apology, I would observe, that as far as I can 
learn; the Clergy of the Church have been allowed to solemnize 
marriage universally throughout New England, without being 
thought to transgress the limits of their cure: otherwise, how 
could those Episcopal Churches-which are destitute of a regular 


pastor, as above half the churches of New England are, have 


Symsbury, June 25th, 1766. 


marriages performed in such a way as their consciences direct. 


Rey. Sir 


The law on which I was prosecuted was passed when there was 


There are such numbers of persons newly conforming, 


as something more than compensate for the numbers which the 


Church by several methods loses 


one or no Church in New England, and therefore could not spec- 


The law seems evidently in- 


tended to prevent those dissenting preachers who are settled within 


ially refer to the Church Clergy. 


for the venerable Society will 


? 


please to observe, that many of my Episcopa! parishioners remove 


their habitat 


rt 


certain limits, from infringing on each other, the certificate I knew 
not to be essential, before I performed the marriage ; and as soon 


places far distant from all Episcopal 


ons into 
hurches, and thereby are lost to our Church 


as I found out how necessary the letter, though not the m 


that the dissent- 


h of them a dissentin 


eaning 


fae! 
t=) 


10 €ac 


tings are so numerous, and 
ter so constant, that the greater part of my people dwell 


ing mee 


minis 


I give the venerable Society great thanks for the 


of the law had made it, I was very sorry I had not obtained it 
oks which they intend for me, which I hope ere long to 


beforehand. 
good bo 


much nearer to some meeting house, in which extemporary ser- 


mons and prayers are steadily exhibited, than to a Church in 


to the advantage and edification of myself 


receive, and improve 
and wy parishioners. 


which the Service can be but seldom performed by one in holy 
orders: that, of consequence, many children of conformists will 
become dissenters, and that the dissenting cause has all the power 


I have baptized the last half year 38 


and lost 


some by death and removals: however, I hope in my next to 


infants, and have at present 34 steady communicants, 


To these considerations may be added, the uncommon zeal which 


and influence of civil government to support and countenance it. 
the dissenters of this Colony have for their own persuasion 


larger account of my communicants. 


give a 


the 


, 


wealth, connections and ostentation of their teachers, the great 
veneration for the dissenting religion and its ministers, ceremo- 
nies and peculiarities, which is with surprising and indefatigable 
industry, instilled into their children with every part of their 
education: but, especially, the great superiority in numbers, 
which the opposers of the Church have against her friends, which 
gives a very great advantage ing place like the Colony of Con- 
neticut. The form of government is almost, or entirely Republi- 
can. The proportion of Church people to the dissenters in Syms- 
bury is nearly as one to three. The estimate of estate in Symsbu- 
ry (for the year 1765) on which taxes are laid is £23,944 17s., of 
which £6,050 17s. is possessed by Episcopalians. The number of 


heads of families, under my care, in Symsbury, and parts adja- 
cent, is 153. —— 


Symsbury, in N. England, Nov. 22d, 1766. 
Rev. Sir: 


When the Stamp duty was promulgated in America, 
the Episcopalians of Connecticut, in general, (without a repre- 
hensible officiousness) paid sucha proper deference of submission, 
as we supposed ought to be paid to an Act of Parliament, at the 
same time bearing testimony against riotous, not to say rebellious 
proceedings of our neighbours ; for which decent and loyal con- 
duct we are still treated with unusual cruelty. Indeed, I at first 
feared a demolition of our Churches and dwelling houses. This 
calamity we happily escaped, but have been deprived of almost 
every one of the few public offices which we had enjoyed before, 
and have been constantly pointed at as the worst of traitors to 
our country, and betrayers of her most essential interest and lib- 
erties: but as the Parliament were pleased to promise special 
countenance and reward to such as behaved loyally in this point, 


so we have reason to hope that we shall at least have the pleasure 
to see Episcopacy, in due time, placed by that august body on an 
equal footing with sectarianism in New England. The authori- 
ties of old England, I doubt not, have found and will find Epis- 
copalians in New England their most zealous defenders, for many 
obvious reasons. 

Our parishes, being so often and so long. vacant, gives 
the very numerous and very vehement body of dissenting preach- 
ers (whose number is supposed by some not to fall short of 2000 
in America) the fairest opportunities to carry on their favorite 
business of proselyting, in which employment, I am informed, 
they have made such alarming progress in some of the Episcopal 
Colonies, as to give serious ground to apprehend they may, in 
time, turn the scale of the establishment, unless there bea Bishop 
sent to America, which I pray God there may soon be; and 
could the venerable Society be on the spot and see the anxiety and 
concern of our poor, honest, conscientious people, for the privilege 
of having their children confirmed, and of having a greater num- 
ber of ministers among them, they would not wonder at our im- 
portunity. I remain, venerable Sir, the Society’s 

And your most dutiful Missionary, 
And most humble, obedient Servant, 
Rocer VIets. 


Symsbury, in New England, June 25th, 1768, 
Rev. Sir: . ; 
There have been several’cfforts lately made by the dissenters 
to oppress me as well as my people ; as the bulk of New England 


ate regulations of the Government on your 


7 
i 
ater, and look on us missionaries and our parishioners, 


at some 


is uneasy 


lence in myself. But it is to be observed, that the greater part 


of my people are very 


? 


de the w 
as too much connected with Europe : 


Sl 


indigent, though very honest and well- 


but the cruelty and oppres- 


sions of dissenters only tend to unite us more closely among our- 


g ministers be maintained, 


were it not by the assistance of the New England government 


which denominates us dissenters, and treats us as such. 


1D 


behaved : nor could so many dissent 


?] 


I have now been in my 


elves. and add to our numbers. 
have read prayers and pre 


s 


mission five years, during which time I 
ached twice every Sunday, and often 


There are fifty-two Congregational. ministers in this County, 


Viz: 


Hartford. In all the four New England Calonies there are 


in the summer season—have 


thrice a day, at different places, 


586 Congregational ministers, 38 of the Church Clergy, 39 Ana- 


399 infants—m 


tists, 10 Presbyterian, 30 Quaker Assemblies, and about 50 


bap 


arried 28 couples—buried 34 


sbury have increased within this pe- 


christened 19 adults, 


feu 
fo} 


gations of those called Separatists, somewhat resemblin 


the old Independents. é 
It is the Congregationalists that take the chief benefit of the 


New England Establishment, (so called) not the Presbyterians, 


congre 


, and I have had the 
from my people, that I 


in the townships adjacent, from 


my communicants from 35 to 45 


My people in Sym 


from 105 females to 161 ; 
happiness of such an universal affection 


corpses. 
riod, 
32 to 51; 


fe 


as has so often been inaccurately alledged. 


I will only add, that 


ging to the Church at my 


cannot recollect a single person belon 


some of the money to support dissenting preachers is extorted 
from Churchmen, unjustly and illegally, in my humble opinion, 


who am, with gratitude and submission, &c. 


since: though it must be 


rival here. who has left the Church 


ar 


? 


that several within the five years hav 


Roger VIETS. 


This extraordinay 


e conformed to the 
f God, and rot to any excel- 


ly left it. 


Church very hastily, and as hasti 
unity I attribute to the goodness o 


confessed, 
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